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Hatzilu engages the Jewish community 
in the fight against poverty by providing 
food, financial, social work intervention 
and assistance, and emotional support to 
Jewish persons and families in need in 
the Nassau County area. 

  
 

 One of my favorite stories is about a pious man whose boat sinks at 
sea. In deep distress, he begins to pray as he treads water: “Dear God, I have 
been faithful to you all my life; I have never asked you for anything. Please, 
God. Save me now.” 
After an hour, the man is noticed by a passing ship. A motorized raft is dis-
patched to help him. But when the life savers arrive, the man refused to go 
with them. “Go save someone else,” he tells the astonished sailors.” I don’t 
need you. God will rescue me.” 
The sailors depart and the man continues to tread water while praying: 
“Lord, you are my hope and my salvation. I know that you won’t abandon 
me.” 
 Finally the man is spotted by the Coast Guard who sends a helicop-
ter to lift him out of the sea. This aid, too, is rejected. “I don’t need you,” 
the man yells “God will deliver me.” 
 As the helicopter returns to base for further instructions, the man 
slips beneath the waves and drowns. Shortly thereafter, he appears before 
the Divine throne and addresses his Maker: “God, I devoted my whole life 
to you. I don’t understand why you didn’t rescue me.” 
 God was astonished: “What are you talking about?  I sent you a 
ship. I sent you a helicopter. “What more could I have done?” 
 This simple story reminds us that God acts in the world through the 
agency of human beings.  We are all called to be God’s partners in Tikkun 
Olam, the holy work of “fixing” the world and helping others in need. 

One of the best ways I know to meet this sacred obligation, is to 
support the work of Hatzilu in every way we can. 

This issue is published in memory of  

Bernard Rosenberg 

WE ARE ALL GOD’S PARTNERS  

RABBI ANDREW WARMFLASH 

HEWLETT-EAST ROCKAWAY JEWISH CENTER 
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 As I look back on the 2013-2014 Hatzilu calendar year, I see a year of transition and growth.  I also see an 
organization that has almost 40 years of history, and one in which the volunteers all possess a great pride in Hatzilu 
and strong passion for the important work we do.  Hatzilu reminds me of a children’s story called “The Little Engine 
That Could.” It’s a story about a small train engine that was used only to switch cars in the yard, but ended up coming 
to the rescue by doing a mammoth job that none of the large engines could manage.  Hatzilu is a small organization, 
but one that accomplishes a great deal to help Jews living in Nassau County who are in need of assistance. 

However, I feel that Hatzilu can do so much more.  As my kids say,  “I’m pumped!”  Last October, the Hat-
zilu Board of Trustees and Executive Board elected me to be their new president.  While I welcome the opportunity, 
I also feel very honored and humbled, because I follow great past leaders.   At the same time, I am ready to press for-
ward to help Hatzilu take giant leaps forward. 

Firstly, Hatzilu needs to have greater name recognition.  So many people have never heard of Hatzilu or con-
fuse it with the ambulance corps, which has a similar name.   Every synagogue in Nassau County should be well aware 
of what Hatzilu does, in addition to Jews in Nassau County that are not affiliated.  To that end, we will be making 
presentations in synagogues, running programs in synagogues, and inviting the community at large to participate and 
attend various Hatzilu functions.  This past November, we held our most successful fundraising event to date and a 
very entertaining one at that.  The Hatzilu Benefit Concert had nearly 400 people in attendance, which certainly 
helped to spread the word about Hatzilu. 

The Hatzilu website. It was splendid when it was originally developed, but due to the fast pace of technology, 
it has become outdated.  Today, the first thing that most people do when examining an organization is go onto its 
website.  I would not want people to think that our website reflects our organization, because it has not kept up with 
modern times and certainly is not interactive.  After many months of hard work on the Hatzilu website, a new web-
site was launched this month.  We have some excellent, very dedicated new volunteers who will be leading us into 
the frontier of new technology.  The new website will be current and perpetually changing to reflect updated infor-
mation. 

Outreach. Truth be told, we are making nearly 1,000 food deliveries to clients’ homes each year and we are 
reaching out to clients in financial need over 700 times a year.  I am very proud of this.  However, there are nearly 
170,000 Jews currently living in Nassau County, so my guess is that there are probably hundreds of Jewish people in 
need living in Nassau County that don’t know about Hatzilu.  We have begun an aggressive outreach to find those 
people who need our help.  Just a couple of weeks ago, we learned of a Jewish man living in deplorable conditions in 
a trailer park.  He did not know about Hatzilu.  A volunteer has contacted him and the wheels are now in motion to 
help him  

Fundraising.   Yes, we need to do more outreach.  But we cannot help these future clients without money.  
Hence, we will embark on many more fundraising projects than in the past.  Keep in mind that all monies earned by 
fundraising efforts go directly to help clients in need.  My hope is to have many more successful fundraising events, 
like the recent benefit concert. 

And lastly, to help the growing number of clients, we need more volunteers.  We can always use new volun-
teers for any facet of the organization.  We are also seeking new, young volunteers who can step up when some of our 
veteran volunteers who have kindly served for decades are ready to step down.  Just recently, some new, energetic, 
and highly dedicated volunteers have become involved in the organization, but we are always receptive to getting ad-
ditional volunteers. 

I feel very enthused about where Hatzilu is going.  I know that we are making a difference in peoples’ lives 
each and every day, but know that we can do even more.  We are moving forward!  I invite you to watch the changes 
that will take place and welcome you on board, if you are not already involved.  Best wishes for an enjoyable and safe 
summer! 



  HATZILU HOLDS BENEFIT CONCERT AT TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREAT NECK  

HERB WEISS 

 On November 10, 2013, the Jewish community on Long Island was treated to an evening of enchanting musical enter-
tainment at Temple Israel of Great Neck. The concert, entitled ”From Tel Aviv to Long Island,” featured four cantors from Nas-
sau County congregations who regaled the crowd of 400 with Broadway show tunes, Israeli pop, opera, and even a cantorial mel-
ody or two.  The cantors were Yosef Karavani (Old Westbury Hebrew Congregation), Magda Fishman (North Shore Synagogue), 
Ofer Barnoy (Temple Beth Shalom in Roslyn Heights), and Raphael Frieder (Temple Israel of Great Neck).  Ronn Yedidia was 

the musical director and accompanist. 

 As proof that the evening was indeed something spe-
cial, Cantor Frieder sang “Some Enchanted Evening” from 
South Pacific.  In Hebrew and in English, Cantor Fishman per-
formed “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” a song she learned in 
Hebrew as a little girl in Israel, and that she didn’t realize until 
later in life was an English song popularized by the Hollywood 
legend Judy Garland.   The crowd received a special treat 
when Temple Israel’s very own Dan Frankel, son of Hatzilu 
volunteer, Van Frankel, gave a beautiful, moving performance 
of “Bring Him Home” from Les Miserables.   At the concert’s 
close, the performers received a rousing standing ovation.The 
concert was also a financial success for Hatzilu.  Although the 

concert was offered free to the community, many persons from Long Island and elsewhere agreed to be benefactors of the event, 
generously opening their wallets to support Hatzilu’s important mitzvah work.  And all of the performers generously donated 
their services to the event.  These charitable actions enabled the Jewish community on Long Island to enjoy an evening of high 
culture and beautiful Jewish music.  Many of those departing were left to wonder:  How can Hatzilu possibly top this next year? 

ADOPT A FAMILY — STEPHANIE GINSBERG 

 This past holiday season I was approached by the Assistant Director of Youth & Camping at the Mid-Island Y JCC about 
the families in her programs “adopting” two Hatzilu families for the holiday season.  They wanted to go beyond the food drives or 
coat drives and do something much more meaningful.  From this simple conversation, an idea developed and was brought to the 
board of Hatzilu.  Hatzilu decided to pilot the program with two of its families and once that was in place, the program just blos-
somed.   

 After the families were selected, I had conversations with each where I asked them to come up with wish lists of items 
that they not just needed (like clothes, dishes, and sheets), but would want (like a camera, toys and games). At that point, gift 
registries were created anonymously for each family, emails were sent out to JCC families and other contacts and items started 
arriving daily at the JCC.   It was amazing to see the support coming from the community for these families.  We were getting 
more and more excited about the day that we would be able to deliver the items.   

 I kept in contact with the families throughout the weeks, letting them know how the program was going, what was being 
purchased, was there anything that they wanted to add or take off.  This communication was a big piece of the program and each 
time I spoke with the families to check in they just kept thanking me and telling me how appreciative they were.   

 Finally the last items were purchased and we packed up everything that had been bought to prepare it for the families.  
Items ranged from a digital camera, vacuum, bed sheets, pillows, shoes, winter coats, children’s clothing, board games, books, 
blocks and so much more! In total, between donations to purchase additional items and the cost of the items purchased, the com-
munity came together to provide close to a $1000 worth of goods to the two families, a truly amazing feat.  
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Bernard E. Rosenberg 

1918 - 2014 

A Man of Substance and Integrity... 

Hatzilu Rescue Organization 

The year was 1976 ... Bernie and Martha Rosenberg were founding members of the Hatzilu Rescue Organization – 

providing food, emergency financial aid, social work intervention, and assistance with housing relocation to our forgotten 

and abandoned elderly brethren in Brownsville, Brooklyn and the South Bronx.  Hatzilu II was nurtured in the Rosenberg’s 

home.  Martha, an honors student in the sociology department of Queens College, prevailed upon the department to accept 

her work at the Hatzilu storefront at 1770 Pitkin Avenue in Brownsville for credit towards the school’s field work require-

ment. 

From the beginning, Bernie and Martha were imbued with optimism and a strong faith and determination to help 

our forgotten, elderly brethren.  “Tikkun Olam” – repairing the world. 

In the early years, Martha traveled by railroad and subway from Great Neck to the storefront in Brownsville to keep 

it operating as an oasis of Yiddishkeit, a safe haven for the remaining elderly Jewish community, and she was personally re-

sponsible for rescuing and relocating 60 of our frail and elderly brethren to new housing and safety in Far Rockaway.  For 

many years, Bernie served on the board as financial vice president.  Parenthetically, many years earlier, in 1918, Brownsville 

had been Bernie’s birthplace.  He and his family lived in that neighborhood for several years.  

In Pirkei Avot, Ethics of Our Fathers, our great theologian and teacher, Hillel states: “If I am not for myself, who will 

be for me?  But if I am only for myself, who am I?  If not now, when?”  The basic tenet of Hatzilu’s mission is as relevant to-

day as when the organization first started.  Although the location and ages of those in need have changed, the determination 

to help our fellow brethren remains the same.  L’dor v’dor – from Generation to Generation. 

Founding member Bernie Rosenberg, of Blessed Memory, died on February 15, 2014.  His 95 years was a blessing 

to many, especially to his family and to the Hatzilu Rescue Organization.  We best pay homage to Bernie’s memory by con-

tinuing to sustain the values that were the driving forces throughout his life: love of family; love of country; love of Israel and 

the future of the Jewish people. 

Bernie & Martha’s love story… 

 On furlough from the army in September 1942, following the High Holidays, there was a young enlisted soldier (24 

years old) returning to his base camp on a train out of New York en route to New Orleans.  The train (“The Southerner”) 

made a scheduled stop in Washington, D.C., and a couple of young WACs got on board.  Soon, the GIs and the WACs were 

talking and playing cards together.  The air must have been filled with excitement, as well as trepidation for what lay ahead 

for all of them. 

 One of the WACs was heading to meet her fiancé, a captain in the air force.  They had planned for him to be waiting 

on the train platform to greet her when she got off in New Orleans.  Here the story becomes one of those old-time romantic 

movies that many of us remember so fondly.  The young enlisted soldier was Bernie Rosenberg, and the WAC was Martha, 

the future Mrs. Rosenberg. 
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 A Tribute to Bernard Rosenberg, continued 

 

 By the time the train arrived in New Orleans, the die was already cast.  While the captain waited at the front of the 

train, Martha and Bernie got off at the back.  So, although Bernie would prove over and over throughout his life that he was a 

man of great principle and substance, in the case of Martha, he was smitten.  And Bernie would remain smitten for the rest of 

his life.  So, I think we can allow for this one lapse in principle.  In fact, Bernie later said that the young captain who waited 

for Martha was, indeed, a very nice young man.  However, Martha knew what she had found in this tall, dashing, young man 

named Bernie Rosenberg. 

 After that fateful meeting, Martha and Bernie would see each other whenever the timing and location of their re-

spective training and furloughs overlapped.  It would be almost four years before Martha and Bernie could marry because 

they both were deployed to Europe.  Martha was assigned to the interrogation unit in Berlin, and Bernie was a Tech Sergeant 

with the 11th Armored Division of Patton’s Third Army (“The Thunderbolts”), a highly decorated unit which fought the Na-

zis in France, Belgium, Germany and Austria.  During the Battle of the Bulge, in one of the coldest and snowiest winters in 

the Ardennes Forest in Belgium, Bernie developed snow blindness.  He eventually recovered and was awarded the Bronze 

Star for meritorious service against an armed enemy. 

 Prior to his enlistment in the army, Bernie graduated from City College of New York (“the poor man’s Harvard”) 

with a major in accounting, and he passed the CPA exam.  In March 1946, Bernie and Martha married, and the family grew.  

With four children —Alice, Elaine, Howard, and Bill,— Bernie and Martha were busy.  Bernie had started working for the 

Internal Revenue Service.  At night, though, the Rosenberg apartment on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx was a hotbed of 

activity: at personal risk to themselves and their family, it served as a drop-off location for the illegal collection of guns and 

other weapons, hidden in golf bags, and destined for the Irgun and the Haganah in their fight for the founding of the State of 

Israel.  Martha and Bernie were part of an underground network of gun-runners supporting the Jewish freedom fighters for 

Israel’s independence. 

 Bernie had a good life and a successful professional career.  After several years at the IRS, Bernie left to work in pri-

vate practice.  He closed the practice years later to assume the position of financial vice president of Gant Shirtmakers, a for-

mer client.  Bernie served in this capacity for many years, after which he resumed his private accounting practice. 

 The Rosenberg family grew over the years, and Bernie became a beloved grandfather and great-grandfather to new 

generations, beginning with grandchildren Adam, Judy, Ali, Jason, and Maddy.  Adam is married to Sumana.  Judy and her 

husband, Rabbi Justin David, have two children, Lior and Ezra.  Ali and her husband, Jon Bardin, have a 6-month old daugh-

ter, Esme. 

 Hatzilu Rescue Organization continues to be uplifted by the spiritual beauty of our faith and the love and support of 

our affiliated congregations on Long Island.  Martha, who died in 1988, and Bernie were always very proud of their involve-

ment with Hatzilu, and because of their efforts, this remains an ongoing outreach program of Temple Isaiah of Great Neck. 

 For his legacy, Bernie leaves behind his loving family, Temple Isaiah of Great Neck, that meant so much to him, and 

Hatzilu Rescue Organization, which also remained dear to his heart. 

   Bernie Rosenberg was, indeed a man of substance and integrity. 

 

 



COLLECTIVE FOOD DRIVES HELP  

HATZILU CLIENTS    

KAREN SOMERS 

  

 On Sunday, March 2nd, many representatives from multiple synagogues in 
the TANSS consortium met at the Sid Jacobson JCC to pack up TONS of food for 
Hatzilu, M’Yad L’Yad, and a church food pantry.  The lion’s share of the food went 
to Hatzilu.  Pack-It-Up-For-Purim is a UJA initiative that provided enough food to 
fill a large vehicle entirely from top to bottom!  It was wonderful to see representa-
tives from over a dozen synagogues and two JCCs work together to achieve a com-
mon good!  With so many social welfare committee chairs under one roof, it also 
presented an excellent opportunity to speak to this audience about Hatzilu and the 
important work we do at Hatzilu to help those in need in Nassau County. 

 On Thursday, April 10th volunteers delivered cooked, frozen meals from Mazur’s to our clients in the 
Great Neck and Port Washington areas for Passover.  The program is called “Pass-it-Forward” and is a Great  
Neck initiative.  This was a wonderful opportunity to provide meals that are already cooked and require no 
preparation, other than warming them up.  Special thanks to Michelle Berman and to Cindy Hodkin  and Necha-
ma Liss-Levinson for all their efforts to make this fantastic food drive possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently the Alliance also includes the South Shore 

  

INVOLVING OUR YOUTH—ARLYNE SKOLNIK 

 Our young people's involvement in helping out our organization is growing!   Plainview Jewish Center's 
Hebrew School ran a Chanukah food drive and it was very successful!  The children filled up our bins many times 
with cans and dried food.  In addition, the school had a Mitzvah Day and Hatzilu was, once again, the proud re-
cipient.  Several of our clients received a visit from some families who participated in this special day and they 
delivered hot lunches that the children had made (with a little help from the adults). The principal, Mrs.  Gins-
burg, said that she's looking forward to an even bigger response next year.  

 We've begun to make presentations to Hebrew Schools for support.  Merrick Jewish Center's Hebrew 
School children learned how Hatzilu helps people who can't make ends meet.  Hopefully, they will talk with 
their families and help us help the people on Long Island! 
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THE SUN SHINES FOR THE HATZILU WALKATHON    

KAREN SOMERS 

  

 The sun was shining.   Five foot green garden stakes, donated by Hicks Nursery, with blue balloons flying from 
the top were lining the 1.1-mile walkathon route.  Cheerful Hatzilu walkathon tee shirts in assorted sizes were dis-
played at the registration area.   An abundant core of volunteers was ready to handle registration and some were posted 
at the eight “help stations” along the route.  Two, long tables were filled to the brim with the best assortment of raffle 
prizes ever. 

 It was Sunday, May 18th, and it was obvious that everything was ready to go for the annual Hatzilu Rescue Or-
ganization walkathon at Cantiague Park in Hicksville.  At the entrance to the park, volunteers of all ages were waving 
participants to the designated parking area for the event.  They were known as “The Blue Hats”, because they were 
easily recognizable to the participants by the Hatzilu hats in blue that they wore.  In a park with multiple parking lots, 
knowing where to go was helpful and essential.   

 Every year for many years, Temple Beth Torah  runs a walkathon to benefit the Hatzilu Rescue Organization.  
Bobby Schleicher, the Temple Beth Torah social action chairperson, leads a core of social action committee members 
who work for months to plan the walkathon.  Come rain or shine, they are in the park every year on the third Sunday 
in May walking to raise money for Hatzilu. Hatzilu appreciates the never-ending generous support that Temple Beth 
Torah always gives to Hatzilu.   

 In addition to running the walkathon for Hatzilu, Temple Beth Torah also invited other synagogues, Hebrew 
schools, and Hebrew day schools to participate.  Those synagogues sent out e-mails to their congregants informing 
them about the event and posted flyers as well.  They even announced the upcoming walkathon from the bimahs on the 
two Shabbat mornings prior to the walkathon.  Yes, the walkathon was well advertised. 

 Smiling faces could be seen on the participants that morning.   Children marched proudly as they carried the 
Hatzilu parade banner at the head of the procession.   The walk was long enough at 1.1 miles, but not too long to tire 
the young ones walking.  Afterwards, the much anticipated raffle drawing took place.  Thanks to Joe Sklar’s efforts, we 
were able to offer the outstanding grand prize of two Jet Blue airline tickets from any city to any city in the U.S.A!   
Sharon Stangel, a new volunteer for Hatzilu, did a stellar job getting some of the most fantastic prizes ever!   Some of 
the extraordinary prizes included four field box seats for a NY Mets game along with their names on the scoreboard, 
Mets tee shirts, cup holders, and key chains; a mini-day of beauty at the Cactus Salon (valued at $200); a carton filled 
with Lanzur assorted bottles of wine (from Simply Wine & Liquor of Jericho); Espirit sunglasses with case and cleaning 
cloth (valued at $150 from Pearl Vision in Jericho); and a Chris & Tony’s Italian restaurant gift card for $100.   Other 
prizes included many gift cards for restaurants, stores, and other assorted items.  The participants were thrilled to win 
such wonderful prizes! 

 Those who were unable to make it to the walkathon but would still like to make a contribution to Hatzilu, can send do-

nations to Hatzilu Rescue Organization, c/o Mid-Island Y-JCC, 45 Manetto Hill Road, Plainview, NY 11803.  Please make out 

your check to the Hatzilu Rescue Organization and write, “post walkathon” on the memo line.   The need has never been greater 

than now, and the support has never been more important.  We thank all donors who help us to continue doing the important 

work that we do to help our fellow Jewish neighbors in need! 
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SHOMRIM PASSOVER EVENT — JOE SKLAR 

Once again, the Hatzilu Rescue organization partnered with the Shomrim Society of Long Island to bring 
kosher for Passover food to needy Hatzilu clients so they could celebrate the joyous holiday of Passover. This 
year we delivered to 73 families, more than we were able to give last year.  The food that was given to each fam-
ily was enough for the entire holiday. There were packaged and canned foods, fresh produce, dairy, and refriger-
ated and frozen foods, including kosher chickens.  Most deliverers could only deliver to two families. The bags 
of food for one family filled the entire trunk of a car while the bags for the second  family filled the entire back 
seat.  Our clients couldn’t believe how much they were getting, and thanked the deliverers profusely. 

Thanks to all those Hatzilu and Shomrim volunteers who gave up their Sunday mornings to assemble and 
deliver the food.  Some started working as early as 7:00 AM to organize the food so that the food deliverers, 
who began arriving  at 8:30, would be able to start filling bags of food for the families to which they were as-
signed.   Special thanks to Nassau Kosher Provisions who graciously allowed us to use their work space for this 
amazing undertaking.  

This wonderful effort by all involved assured that, as the Haggadah proclaims, all who were hungry did 
have food to eat for Passover. 

Mid-Island Y JCC 

45 Manetto Hill Road 

Plainview New York 11803 
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We’re on the Web! 

Hatzilurescue.org 


